
6th Grade Team  
 

 

6th Grade Teacher Contact Info  

Johanna Ogrodnik (Math)  

Email: jogrodnik@maercker.org  Phone: 630-515-4889 

Jillian Ryan (Math)  

Email: jryan@maercker.org Phone: 630-353-9184 

Mary Jo Lopez (ELA)  

Email: mlopez@maercker.org Phone: 630-353-9180 

Erin Rzepka (ELA)  

Email: erzepka@maercker.org Phone: 630-515-4888 

Tim Strezo (Social Studies) 

Email: tstrezo@maercker.org  Phone: 630-353-9173 

Susan Wagner (Science)  

Email: swagner@maercker.org   Phone: 630-353-9176 

Sheila Priebe (Special Education/Resource)  

        Email: spriebe@maercker.org Phone: 630-515-4837 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules and Policies: 

As a 6th grade student, you are expected to act maturely and behave appropriately and 

respectfully toward your fellow classmates and teachers. Our classroom guidelines 

correlate with our school’s PBIS program and are as follows: 

Be Respectful 

Be Responsible 

Be Ready to Learn 

 

Those students who follow the rules will be on the right path to learning and 

succeeding.  However, those students choosing to act poorly will be subject to our 

classroom and school-wide consequences.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6th  Grade Science 2017-18   

Ms. Wagner 

 

Welcome to Westview Hills!  Here is what to expect in our class: 

 

Bring the following items with you to class every day: 

 

· Chromebook 
· Pencils and eraser 
· Loose leaf Paper 
· Textbook/workbook (I will supply this) 
· Binder (contains your folders and planner) 

 

When I assign homework, I expect it to be ready for the next science class. If homework is incomplete or missing, Ms. 
Wagner will keep track.  On the third missing homework, you will be assigned time with Ms. Wagner in order to catch up 
on your work.  

If you are absent, you will have the number of days that you were out to make up the work.  If you are not in class due to 
any non-illness-related absence, (band, orthodontist or dentist), your work is due on the original day.  It is your 
responsibility to come to me to find out what you have missed during class, and to get the next assignment. 

 

Inquiry based science involves a lot of original thinking and problem solving.  Working in teams as well as alone, you will 
be challenged in many exciting ways.  We will study Life Science, Physical Science, Earth Science and Chemistry. 

 

If you want or need any help, come to see me before or after school any day except for Friday.  On all other days, I will 
be in my room after school unless I have a meeting. 

 

I am looking forward to a GREAT year of science with you! 

Sincerely,  

Ms. Wagner 

 

 

 



Sixth Grade English Language Arts 
Ms. Lopez mlopez@maercker.org 

Mrs. Rzepka  erzepka@maercker.org 
 

Follow us on Twitter @d60ELA6 
 

Dear Sixth Grade Families, 
We are looking forward to an exciting, enjoyable, and educational school year! 

Together, we will gain a great deal of knowledge in our classes. Please feel free to 
contact your child’s ELA teacher regarding any matter you may have.  We look forward 
to hearing from you. 
  

 Sincerely, 
  

 Mary Jo Lopez & Erin Rzepka  
  

 

6th Grade Units: 
 
Unit 1: Who Am I? 

  
Unit 2: Figure It Out 

  
Unit 3: Heroes 

  
Unit 4: Family Matters 

  
Unit 5: Ancient Wisdom 

  
Unit 6: Sportsmanship 

  
Unit 7: Characters with Character 

  
 

 
Each unit, students will read one literature circle novel. Reading is primarily 
done at home and flex time during class. Please support your child by checking 
in on their nightly reading and refer to calendars for deadlines and assignments. 
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It is your responsibility to come to class prepared every day!  ALL 
necessary materials must be with you before class begins.  

  
Required supplies EVERY DAY: 
·         Personal reading book 

·         Literature circle novel 
·         Binder  
·         Charged chromebook 
·         Student Planner 
·         Pens, pencils, highlighters, post-it notes 
 
 

 
 

 
  
HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME: 
·        Advocate reading and writing at home. 
·        Monitor your child’s student planner. 
·       Provide a quiet space with minimal distractions in which your child can complete 

his/her work and study. 
·        Promote responsible time management skills. 
·        Encourage your child to seek help when needed. 
  
  

Grading: 
80% Summative Assessments 

20% Formative Assessments 

Students will also be graded on learning skills and habits for excellence. 
  
*Examples of Summative Assessments: Tests, projects, written assignments 
*Examples of Formative Assessments: Exit slips, quizzes, writing responses 
  
*Homework:  We view homework as a means for students to practice what they have learned in the 
classroom. The time requirements and frequency vary depending on what we are observing in the classroom. 
For example, we may assign more practice if we notice that students do not grasp a particular concept. We 
may also assign extension activities that enrich the educational experience if we notice that many students 
understand a concept. 
 



  
 

6th Grade Social Studies 
Mr. Strezo  

 
 

Welcome to 6th grade social studies!  In this class we will be learning about ancient world history, 
culture, religions, and much more.  

Materials to bring everyday... 

● Textbook – History Alive! The Ancient World 
● Binder 
● 2 pencils/pens 
● Chromebook 
● Head phones/Ear buds – I will have a pair for you to borrow but it will cost you PAWS or 

planner passes. 

You will occasionally need to bring in other supplies such as coloring utensils.  I will tell you when to 
bring other supplies in. 

 

Homework 

You will have homework almost every time we meet (remember we only meet every other day). 
Homework is posted in the classroom, on the office window, and on the homepage of the Westview 
Hills website.  I also send out reminders to anyone who signs up using the “Remind” program. 

Lost:  There are always extra copies of handouts you may take from the classroom.  You may 
come in between classes or before and after school to pick up what you lost. 

Late:  All homework should be completed, even if it is late.  Some homework you will not get 
credit for if it is completed late (ex: we went over the answers in class). 

Not having homework completed may result in you not participating in a review, discussion, or 
game.  Always try your best, use directions and examples to guide you, and make educated guesses if 
you are still confused or unsure.  Trying but doing it wrong is always better than not doing it at all. 

 

 

 

 

Continued on back 



Grading 

Formative assessments: Worth 20% of final grade.  This includes some homework, quizzes, in class 
activities, etc. One re-take is allowed per formative if you are unhappy with your grade.  A quiz re-take 
will only be given if you have completed the homework for that formative, and have completed other 
necessary re-teaching/re-learning activities determined by me.  The quiz re-take will be different than 
the original quiz.  The two scores are not averaged; I always keep the re-take score.  There may be a 
formative that does not allow for a retake but this will always be explained before the formative. 

Summative assessments:  Worth 80% of final grade.  This includes tests, projects, performance tasks, 
etc.  These grades will be final with no re-takes offered.  Advanced notice, study guides, rubrics, 
review games, etc. will always be given prior to the summative assessments. 

Pullouts:  If you miss class due to band lessons, doctor appointments, etc. your homework is expected 
to be done by the original class.  It is your responsibility to find out what you will miss and to pick up 
those materials.  It is also your responsibility to turn in the work that was due before you leave the 
building. 

Absences:  If you are sick, you need to make up the work you missed as soon as possible.  If you are 
absent because you are going on vacation with your family make sure to let the school know ahead of 
time.  If I am notified 5 school days in advance I will provide you with as much of the make-up work 
as I can.  

Academic Honesty:  Cheating on anything will result in zero credit, an office referral, and parent 
contact.  Do not copy someone else’s work or answers.  Do not let someone else copy your work or 
answers.  Both are cheating and an appropriate consequence will be given for both. 

Help:  In addition our textbook and resources used in class, my website can also be very useful.  Just 
type in tstrezo.weebly.com into any web browser.  

 

Mr. Strezo 

E-mail: tstrezo@maercker.org  

Phone:  630-353-9149  
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 Math Class Syllabus  
Mrs. Ogrodnik   jogrodnik@maercker.org  

Mrs. Ryan  jryan@maercker.org  
 

 
Classroom Rules: 

Be Respectful 
Be Responsible 

Be Ready to Learn 
 
 
 
 

Required Supplies: 
● Pencils 
● Colored Grading Pen 
● Notebook (labeled math) 
● Binder  
● Planner 
● Charged Chromebook 
● Calculator 

 
 
Trimester Grade Breakdown: 
 
Formative Assessments: 20% of the final grade 
(Homework, Quizzes, In class activities, Exit Slips, Practice Activities etc.)  Formative assessments are 
used to gauge student understanding and to provide feedback. Re-teaching is an essential part of 
formative instruction that promotes student learning and motivation. Students will sometimes have the 
opportunity to retake these grades.  

● Students shall have multiple experiences overtime to demonstrate mastery and are given a 
“re-try” if needed on formative assessments  

● When reassessment is offered, all students may reassess, regardless of grade on original 
task/assessment if they meet the following criteria: 

o complete all pre-requisite work, including homework; 
o complete re-teaching/re-learning activities as determined by the teacher; 
o re-assessment is completed within the predetermined timeline. 

● The re-assessment grade replaces the original grade. 
 
Summative Assessments: 80% of the final grade 
(Unit Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Problem of the Weeks, Math Drills) Summative assessments are used as a 
final measure of learning and may not be re-assessed.  
 
Several days before every unit test students will be given a unit review sheet that you can use at home to 
help them prepare for the test. This will address key concepts that the students should focus on when 
they are studying.  
 
Grading Scale 
A: 90 – 100%  
B: 80 – 89%  
C: 70 – 79%  
D: 60 – 69%  
F: 0 – 59% 
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Homework: (Formative) 
Homework will be assigned each night and is expected to be completed and turned in on time the next 
class period. Homework will be collected or checked in everyday! Review assignments are often collected 
for a formative grade.  
 
Late Work: Late work will be accepted up until the summative unit assessment. Please encourage your 
child to do their work on time and get late work turned in for credit. 
 
Problem of the Week: (Summative) 
At least once during every unit students will receive a word problem which needs to be completed 
entirely within a week’s time frame. They will be expected to answer the problem correctly as well as 
write in words exactly how they arrived at the answer. Students need to do the following on these tasks: 

● Show all work! 
● If a question asks you to explain, you must do so. You cannot just answer the question and expect 

to get it correct without an explanation. 
● Think about what you know in the problem. 
● Try your best and if you get stuck, ASK QUESTIONS (early).  

 
Projects: (Summative) 
Depending on the material of study, projects will be given. The students will have an ample amount of 
time to complete a given project and often times we will work on it little by little during class. Further 
details about this will be given as the year progresses.  
 
Math Drills: (Summative) 
Every day students will have a math drill at the beginning of class. Each week will cover a new topic.  The 
math drill will cover a review topic that students have previously learned or a preview topic that 
students will learn in the months to come. Students will practice the drill the first part of the week 
without being graded. At the end of the week, their last math drill will be collected for a summative grade.  
 
Absences 
If a child is absent, he/she will check in with their teacher for any assignments handed out while they 
were away. If your child needs help with material from the time they were absent, please schedule a time 
with me to meet with your child outside of class. 
 
Email 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns. It is our goal to provide your student with 
the best math experience possible this year. We appreciate any feedback or comments. 

We’re excited for a fun and successful year! 

Mrs. Ogrodnik  jogrodnik@maercker.org  
Mrs. Ryan  jryan@maercker.org  
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                 6th Grade Resource 
Mrs. Priebe 

spriebe@maercker.org 
Classroom Rules 

Be Respectful - Be Responsible- Be Ready to Learn 
 

It is your responsibility to act maturely, behave appropriately and respectfully toward your fellow 
classmates and teachers. Those students who follow the rules will continue down the right path towards a 
successful year.  
 
Resource is a time to… 

● Check student planners 
● Organize student binders  
● Work on IEP goals  
● Progress monitor IEP goals  
● Plan long-term projects 
● Re-teach lessons  
● Receive homework help 
● Work on study strategies to prepare for upcoming tests/quizzes  

 
Materials 

● Binder 
● Pencil 
● Student Planner 
● Silent Reading Book  

 
Tardies 

Each time you are tardy a hall pass will be taken. If you are out of hall passes then you will be given a 
warning. After three warnings, you will receive an ODR (Office Discipline Referral) for every tardy after. 
 
Extra Help  

If you would like any extra help at all in any subject I am more than happy to help. You can come in during 
lunch or schedule a time to meet with me.  
 
I look forward to a wonderful year! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via email at 
spriebe@maercker.org. 
 
Mrs. Priebe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6th Grade Math  

Mrs. Priebe  
spriebe@maercker.org  

 
Classroom Rules  

Be Respectful - Be Responsible- Be Ready to Learn  
Materials  

● Binder  
● Pencil  
● Notebook  
● Folder  
● Student Planner  
● Calculator  

 
Number Worlds  
Number Worlds is a researched-based math intervention program. It is built on Common Core State Standards 
and engages students with interactive games, embedded activities, digital resources, and project-based learning. 
We can assess student achievement with dynamic, digital assessment and reporting tools.  

 
Grading  

● Formative Assessments 20%  
o Homework, Quizzes, Exit Slips, Practice Activities etc.  

● Summative Assessments 80%  
o Unit Tests, Quizzes, Projects  

 
Grading Scale  
A: 90-100%  
B: 80-89%  
C: 70-79%  
D: 60-69%  
F:0-59%  
 
Homework 
Homework is given for students to practice what they have learned at school. Homework is to be on time and with 
your best effort.  
 
Tardies  
Each time you are tardy a hall pass will be taken. If you are out of hall passes then you will be given a warning. After 
a warning, you will receive an ODR for every tardy after.  
 
Absences  

If you are absent it is your responsibility to make up your work. You will have the number of days you were 
out to make up your work.  
 
Extra Help  

If you would like any extra help I am more than happy to help. You can come in during lunch or schedule a 
time to meet with me.  
 
I look forward to a wonderful year! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via email at 
spriebe@maercker.org.  
 
Mrs. Priebe  
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Parent and Student Signature Page  
Dear Parents and Students, 

We are looking forward to a great 6th grade school year! Please make 

sure you have thoroughly the read each teacher’s classroom expectations. 

Please circle all of your teachers for the 2018-2019 school year and sign 

below indicating that you have a read and understand their classroom 

procedures.  

Circle your teachers  

ELA 

- Rzepka 
 

- Lopez 

- Priebe 

Math  

- Ryan  

- Ogrodnik  

- Priebe  

Science  

- Wagner 

- Priebe 

Social Studies  

- Strezo  

- Priebe 

 

Date:____________________________ 

We have read the following course syllabus and understand the expectations as outlined in the 

syllabus.  Please return to your 1st block teacher.   

 __________________________________________        ________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature                                            Student Signature 

 


